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On Friday, September 13th, the U.S Circuit Court of Appeals for the sixth Circuit denied the House of
Representatives’ motion to intervene in the appeal of USA v. Jumana Nagarwala, the Michigan criminal case
involving Female Genital Mutilation or Cutting (FGM/C) where a U.S. doctor was charged with performing
FGM/C on nine 7 year-old girls at a clinic in Detroit. The US End FGM/C Network is deeply disappointed in the
outcome of the Court’s decision, which has denied the House’s motion to defend the constitutionality of the
long standing federal ban outlawing FGM/C in the U.S., and has granted the government and defendant’s
request to voluntarily dismiss the case.
However, the U.S. government defines FGM/C as a form of gender-based violence and child abuse, and an
egregious human rights violation, and with evidence of girls being taken across state lines to have this
procedure done, we believe that FGM/C is indeed a federal issue and that it is our government’s
responsibility to defend against it. We are deeply concerned that this decision puts girls at risk, as the lack of
a federal ban leaves an inter-state loophole and creates confusion among law enforcement charged with
protecting girls from this practice. The decision is also discouraging to anti-FGM/C advocates, including
survivors, who have been bravely speaking out against this practice, and dismantles education and
prevention efforts in the U.S. and across the globe.
We call for the following actions:
1. Urge Congress to respond swiftly to create new federal legislation that is constitutionally robust and
protects all girls, including those living in states without laws against FGM/C
2. Continue to advocate for state-level legislative bans that not only criminalize FGM/C, but offer a holistic
approach to mobilizing communities and empowering survivors and advocates
3. Continue to expand programs, interventions, and research projects that inform legislative and prevention
efforts
We would like to thank the House Democrats for moving to intervene in this case, as well as our members
who have been working closely with the House to support this effort. This work has not been in vain, and we
are encouraged by the immediate and holistic actions that our members are taking to craft the needed
amendments to reinstate the federal law. We are also relieved that while moving to dismiss the appeal, the
U.S. Department of Justice continues to deem FGM/C as a “heinous practice” that “should be universally
condemned” and is also encouraging law makers to make the needed amendments.
We must all commit to creating an environment that protects women and girls and supports survivors. The
US End FGM/C Network advocates for community mobilization to build strong local, state, and federal laws

that grant women and girls the recourse to uphold their rights and hold our government accountable for
implementing and enforcing these laws.
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